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On that day I met some of the Chi

Omegas featured in this issue of The

Eleusis. How proud I am of them and our

many other Sisters whose careers have

placed them in important positions in our

nation’s capital. They exhibit leadership of

the highest caliber and exude graciousness

and intelligence. By the jobs they have and

the service they give, we are reminded of

our own responsibility to understand and

participate in the democratic process that

ensures our personal freedoms. This is a

noble responsibility. I believe that via the

articles in this magazine, all of us will value

even more highly our opportunity to 

participate in our government and will

choose to be involved, especially by voting,

for our very freedom depends on our

involvement.

What is it like to work in our nation’s

capital? By reading this issue of

The Eleusis I believe we will have an idea!

When visiting Capitol Hill, I have been

uniquely aware of our government’s role in

world affairs. Additionally I have been

struck by the energy and pace of those

involved in the work of government.

This past spring I, along with approxi-

mately 300 other leaders of Greek organiza-

tions, spent a day on Capitol Hill meeting

with members of Congress and oftentimes

members of our own Greek organizations

working with them. The purpose was to

demonstrate our ability to unite on issues

that affect us all. We focused on a housing

issue, specifically the question of individu-

als receiving a tax deduction for contribu-

tions to a 501c(3) organization to be used

for improvements in Greek housing. Chi

Omega has houses on 100 campuses with

approximately 3,900 women living in them.

Indeed, the Fraternity has great interest in

ensuring these houses provide the safest

environments possible. Having the oppor-

tunity to address such an important issue

was gratifying and challenging for all of us.
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Chi Omega’s Mission and Vision

Statements are the guidelines for the

national leadership as programs are

developed.

OUR MISSION

Chi Omega is a sisterhood that pro-

vides a network of friends and lifelong

development for collegiate and alum-

nae members.

Chi Omega is committed to:

• Personal integrity

• Excellence in academic and 

intellectual pursuits

• Inter-generational participation

• Community service

• Leadership development

• Social enrichment

OUR VISION

To be the premier national women’s

organization in the 21st century.

To establish renewed value and respect

for all women by promoting:

• High moral standards and ethics

• Personal growth

• Professional development

• A network of friendship and

support for life.
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(Below) THESE DELTA DELTA ALUMNAE from UC Santa Barbara got together in Los Angeles

to celebrate their Sisterhood and the newest Chi Omega 

legacy. Pictured from the left are

Stephanie Schiern Haimoff with

Jacob, Susan Kilgard, Joyce

Torbett, Monique Willemse

Atkins, Becky Robinson

O’Brien, Monica Shen

Adams with legacy,

Maisie, and

Sara Dodge

Ellsworth in

front.

(Above) MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES OF 1968 AND 1969 at Lambda Beta/U of Rhode Island
enjoyed a reunion in Watch Hill, Rhode Island. Many had not seen one another in over 30

years. Pictured from the left in front are Kathie Moller Gibson, Roberta Houston, Judy

Crowley Salkeld, Joan Helsel Crothers, Louise Mandel Mandelman, Joann Dunn, Ellen Winn

Bushnell; in the second row: Beth Harmon, Penny O’Neil Fredette, Camille Calderone Allen,

Judy Johnson Betty, Penny Seavey Matthews; and in the back row: Patti Donilan Thompson,

R E U N I O N S

EPSILON GAMMA
U OF TULSA
will celebrate its

75th anniversary
on

April 18, 2004
A gift to the university 

in the chapter’s name 

will mark the day.

Ideas and donations 

for this gift 

are hereby solicited.

A committee is forming 

to organize 

the celebration.

If you’re interested 

in being involved,

contact 

Christy Tubbs 

at 918/252-9280.
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(Left) THIRTY YEARS of Chi Omega Sister-

hood were celebrated in 2002 at a combined

50th birthday party for Donna Sue Mont-

gomery Wagner, top left, and Melissa Carol

Medlock, top right. Many who attended

had not been together during the 25 years

since their undergraduate days at the U of
Arkansas–Little Rock. Pictured from the

left are Marilyn Dickinson Miller, Vicki

Hum Metrailer, Robin Brown Metrailer,

Claudia Machen Bearden, Karen Simpson,

Mauri Thomas Douglass, Paula Moix

Standridge, and Phyllis Jenders DeClerk.

Initiates of Gamma Zeta, all had wonderful

fun renewing their friendships.

(Left) CHI OMEGA SONGS AND STORIES were

shared between the generations as Charlene

Sarka Barnette, Theta Beta/Indiana U,

entertained five Lambda Gammas from the

U of Virginia while on vacation in Naples,

Florida. Pictured from the left are Julie

Wilson; Hope Chandler, a member of Chi

Omega’s National Recruitment Team and

advisor at Chi Kappa/George Mason U;

Melissa McDevitt; hostess Charlene

Barnette; Charlene’s daughter, Anne

Barnette; and Dana Pry.

(Above) THESE SIX IOTA ALPHAS from

Southern Methodist U had a mini reunion

when they attended initiation at Lambda/U
of Kansas. In front are Louisa Orr Meyer,

left, and Tricia Shoemaker Koch; from the

left in back are Karen Mance Weltner, Dawn

Hart Christensen, Wendy Woike Leonard

and Patti Parnkopf Ross. The initiates were

Tricia’s daughter, Caroline; Patti’s daughter,

Lindsey; and Karen’s neighbor, Molly Cobb,

who was also model initiate.

(Above) THESE ALUMNAE OF EPSILSON GAMMA at the U of Tulsa had a reunion brunch at

the Stonehorse Café in Tulsa. From the left are Nancy Carle Bizjack, a writer living in Tulsa;

Lynette Mancuso, an attorney in Sarasota, Florida; Mary Ellen Buck Bridwell, a pharmaceu-

tical sales representative in Edmond, Oklahoma; Kim Walston Ternes, who owns a shingle-

manufacturing company and a pecan farm in Porter, Oklahoma; Tracey Medaris Norvel,

who has a public relations business in Tulsa; and Kelley McLendon, a Boston banker.
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PEGGY MCCARTHY DAVIS may be a retired

kindergarten teacher but she still reads 

regularly to children. Dressed as the title

character from The Cat in The Hat, you will

find her at parties or other events panto-

miming the famous Dr. Seuss story. “You

should see the surprised looks on the

youngsters’ faces,” she says, “when I appear

from behind my six-foot-tall Cat in the Hat

book cover as the story begins!” Peggy is an

initiate of Rho Gamma at Hillsdale
College. She lives in Kingsport, Tennessee.

IN PARTNERSHIP with her husband, Marc,

Candace Parnell Goerg owns and operates

a feed mill in Wellington, Florida. Specializ-

ing in custom mixes for horses, she supplies

feed for backyard horses, Olympic show

jumpers, high-goal polo players, carriage

horses, and barrel racers. “After 15 years as

a computer programmer this is a big change,”

says Candy of the three-year-old business.

“It’s hard, hot, dirty and often overwhelm-

ing work. Most of the time I’m covered in

molasses, hay and corn dust, which my own

horse is happy to remove, but we wouldn’t

have it any other way.” With the help of her

daughter, Candy makes most of the feed,

waits on customers, takes orders and deliv-

eries, creates formulas, and keeps the books.

Marc and his assistants are the delivery

crew, maintenance team, and inventory-

takers. “Everyone drives the forklift and

knows how to stack hundreds of bales of

hay,” she says. Candy is an initiate of Eta
Delta at the U of Florida.

AMY NOONE FREDERICK

is executive vice 

president of the 60-

Plus Association, a

senior citizen lobbying

group in Washington

DC. An initiate of Phi
Lambda Chapter at Franklin and Marshall
College, she has a degree in government and

now represents to our leaders in the capital

the interests over more than 500,000 mem-

bers of 60-Plus. “My biggest challenge was

learning the ins and out of the legislative

process,” says this three-year veteran of the

Washington scene. Now that she knows the

routine, issues she lobbies on include elimi-

nation of the death tax, the need for prescrip-

tion drug benefits, and opposition to the

importation of prescription drugs into the

United States. “Each day brings me a chance

to make inroads in helping senior citizens live

longer, healthier lives.”

MICHELE SCENNA LEBLANC, Mu Alpha/U of
New Hampshire, has been named Massachu-

setts Student Council Advisor of the Year.

A culinary arts instructor at Valley Tech 

in Upton, Michele has advised the high

Jennifer Roberts graduated in May 2003 from

Stephen F. Austin State U (SFASU) with a master

of arts in communication. At just 20 years old, she

is the youngest ever to graduate from a master’s

program at the school. A year earlier she complet-

ed her bachelor’s degree in speech communication

and journalism. To reach her goal of being one of

the youngest SFASU graduates, she took 36 hours

in one semester.

And Jennifer didn’t just study and attend

classes. She was active in 15 student and profes-

sional organizations on campus, including the

Student Affairs Committee, which she chaired, and

the President’s Council. She was one of three final-

ists for the Miss SFA award.

“God gave me a goal . . . and I set forth every

possible effort to complete it,” says Jennifer, whose

parents were among the first African-Americans 

to attend SFASU, and whose role model is National

Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice, a member of

Alpha Chi Omega.

Jennifer was encouraged, too, by her Sisters

from Epsilon Zeta. “Becoming a Chi Omega was

one of the easiest choices that I have ever had to

make. It was my first choice and I have never

regretted making it. I have been truly blessed to be

surrounded by such a supportive group of women

so interested in seeing a fellow Sister succeed. Chi

Omega has enabled me to live up to its motto, ‘to

be womanly always, and to be discouraged never.’

With the support of my Chi Omega Sisters, advi-

sors, and fellow alumnae I have been able to

accomplish many of my goals.”

Jennifer’s future plans include earning a

doctorate in educational administration or higher

learning. Currently, she is working with NPC and

NPHC Greek organizations at Sam Houston State

University in Huntsville,Texas.

Master’s degree at 20
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Personnel consultants 
win honors

Joni Hruska Fichter, Alpha Zeta/SW

Texas State U, received the Temp

Finance, Inc.’s (TFI) Texas Volunteer of

the Year award from the Texas

Association of Personnel Consultants

at the association’s state conference in

May 2003. She is co-owner of Career

Placement, Inc., which was named

TFI’s Top Temporary Staffing Firm in

Texas at the same conference. Sue

Walk Burnett, Psi/U of Arkansas,

received the TFI Houston Volunteer of

the Year award and Carol Skulnik

Wenom, Upsilon Alpha/ Syracuse 

U, was honored with the George

McCormick Award for Excellence in

the Placement/Staffing Industry, both

given by the Houston Area Associa-

tion of Personnel Consultants at their

2003 awards banquet.

Joni Fichter Sue Burnett Carol Wenom


